
The Art of Reading Smoke 

The Art of Reading Smoke, developed by Dave Dodson and continued by 
Rob Backer, provides the knowledge necessary for first-arriving firefight-
ers, officers, and chief officers to determine the fire’s location, progres-
sion, and future “from the seat” before seeing any flame. This knowledge 
ensures that the correct tactics are implemented for the best possible 
outcome. Through the extensive use of actual fireground videos, first-
time students will develop, and return students will refine their 
knowledge and skills to become INTELLECTUALLY aggressive firefight-
ers, rather than ARBITRARILY aggressive. The next generation of Reading 
Smoke brings new research, a new library of videos, and discussion on 
cancer prevention, tactics and strategies to develop the next generation 
of aggressive interior firefighting!  

September 28th, 2024, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sterling High School Auditorium  
407 W Broadway Street Sterling CO 80751 
RSVP to jbreuer@sterlingcolo.com 
 

Sterling Fire 
Department 
hosts Chief 
Rob Backer 

Phone: 970-522-3823 

Email: 

jbreuer@sterlingcolo.com 

 

Registration is $30.  

Please mail to 

address above.  Call 

or email for any 

questions. 

410 N 5th Street 

Sterling CO 80751 

Sterling Fire 

Department 

Attn: Jenny Breuer 

Organization 

First Due Intelligence, LLC 


